May 15, 2007

Town Board Minutes


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on May 15, 2007 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilmember



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilmember




ANN LINDAU



Councilmember



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilmember

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS, Director.



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES, Director



JEFFERY TKACS



DES, Homeland Safety









& Security Coor.



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Coor.



MARY BREINING



Receiver of Taxes

RENE BRACKEN
Acting Deputy Town Clerk
* * * * * * * * * *

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.
* * * * * * * * * * 

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag
* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi said that speaking of pledging to the flag and our great nation, on Memorial Day, Monday May 28, 2007 at 12:30 p.m. our Veterans will be holding a ceremony in the courtyard at the Town of Cortlandt.  Stops will be made at other Veteran’s Memorials as well.  There are many Memorial Day events going on through out the community in Peekskill, Croton-on-Hudson, and also in the V.A.  
* * 

Supervisor Puglisi then went on to say that she had an award to give out.  Supervisor Puglisi said that as you all know we have a committee that chooses an employee of the quarter.  Tonight the Town is delighted to give the employee of the quarter award to Darlene Mazza who works in the tax office.  She asked Frank Farrell to assist in the presentation and Mary Breining, the Receiver of Taxes.  Supervisor Puglisi then gave a brief overview of Darlene’s life.  Councilmember Farrell then read what was written on Darlene’s plaque and said what a wonderful job Darlene has done.   Mary Breining spoke of an instance when Darlene went above and beyond to help the public.  Darlene thanked the Town.  
* * 

Supervisor Puglisi said that she had a few more things before she got to the business on the agenda.  The Town received two awards from Westchester 
SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS, (cont.)
County for recycling.  One was for producing and publishing new information on recycling in 2006. The other was for successfully recycling 1208 tons of comingle material in 2006, which was one of the top three in Westchester County.  
* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that she and the Town Board attended the Cortlandt, Buchanan, City of Peekskill, and Hudson Valley Hospital Center Paramedic 10 year Anniversary Dinner.  Many paramedics where honored and the Town just wanted to he a part of this regional plan to provide paramedic services for this area.   
* *
Supervisor Puglisi said that she and John Sloan attended the Cortlandt Coalition who held an all day event at Colonial Terrace.  It was the “Communities that Care Project” and many stakeholders from the community where there.  This was for substances abuse prevention.  
* * 

Supervisor Puglisi said that Jeff Tkacs attended a NRC public hearing to ask questions and to monitor Indian Point safety on April 26 2007.  The Supervisor said that she was also in attendance.  This information is on the Town’s website.  
* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that April 26, 2007 was also “Bring your Child/Grandchild to Work Day.”  This took place here at Town Hall for our employee’s children/grandchildren, and there was more than 20 children.  This was a great day and a lot of fun.  The Supervisor also spoke of Cortlandt Family Fun Day, which as a wonderful first time event that was held last year.  She announced that the Town will be having a second one and will be held on September 8, 2007.  If you would like to volunteer and help out just call our Recreation Division or my office.  
* *

The Supervisor said that the Town has a new capital crew improvement project that is just done.  It is located at that intersection of Locust Avenue and Oregon Road.  There is a new traffic signal up and running.  Supervisor Puglisi then said that the Broadway Streetscape is a wonderful project located in the Hamlet of Verplanck and is under way.  The Jacobs Hill water storage tank project begins this week or next week.  This is for more water storage for our community, which is very important. 
* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that last night at our Town Board open work session we had many representatives from Westchester County government along with Westchester County Legislators.  They were there to talk about the Sprout Brook ashpit.  The ashpit will official close on October 21, 2009.  

* *
Homeland Safety and Security Coordinator Jeff Tkacs said that on Saturday May 5, 2007 the Town of Cortlandt along with the Cortlandt Community Volunteer Ambulance Corp conducted a mass casualty full scale exercise with the Buchanan/Verplanck school.  This took about 13 months of planning meeting once or twice a month to plan the event.  The funding for this exercise was from 
SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS, (cont.)
New York State Senator Vincent Leibel’s office, Entergy Nuclear Northeast, Town of Cortlandt and Cortlandt Community Volunteer Ambulance Corp.  Jeff Tkacs then went on to describe the exercise that took place and told about the performances by the different ambulance corps.  The exercises were also video taped and will be playing on channel 78.  
* *
DES Director Kathleen Burleson wanted to give the public this phone number 1-800-75CONED.  She said that they have two programs that are starting in the Town of Cortlandt which are very important in keeping our utility companies functioning.  The first one is a low release program to avoid black out areas.  If you have not noticed, many of the utility lines are being raised in the Locust Avenue area.  During this process the Town is going to have many of its staff members join the crews on the street for public information.  The second program that will be started after the first one will be the cleaning up of trees and branches that are near wires.  This is a fast track program and is being done so that we do not have downed wires during storms.  This has been started in Westchester in several communities.  Trees are going to start to be marked with an orange ribbon and home owners will be contacted.  Con Ed does not want to take down any trees that are alive.  Trees that are diseased or dead will be taken down, ones that are alive will be trimmed away from wires.  
* * * * * * * * * * 
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence.  
* * * * * * * * * * 

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan said he knows that Supervisor Puglisi has received a number of inquires about litter in the Town.  Councilmember Sloan just wanted to say that the Town is addressing this issue.  The Town did start with Earth Day and tried to clean up the Town with a number of volunteers who did pick up garbage.  Councilmember Sloan thinks that the Town should advertise for Earth Day next year, along with other programs like Family Fun Day in September.  The Town also has DES involved with a number of spots through out the Town.  The Town does know about the problem, which seems to be an annual problem within the Town.   
* * * * * 
Councilmember Farrell said to follow up on Councilmember Sloan’s remarks with respect to litter, one of the resolutions that will be approved tonight will allow the highway department to hire 23 seasonal to come and work for the Town in the summer.  Six of these seasonals will primarily be picking up litter and fixing up the Town.  
* *

Councilmember Farrell also wanted to speak about Cook Pool.  The pool will be opening June 9, 2007 for the weekends and daily June 23, 2007.  Sprout Brook Park will be opening on the same schedule.  The Town also just built a Little League field and an all purpose field at Sprout Brook Park.  The public is welcome to use these fields when the teams are not using them.  We just ask that the fields are kept clean.  There are also hike trials across the street from Sprout Brook Park that sits on 350 acres.  
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
Also on tonight’s agenda the Town will be awarding a contract for Lake Meahagh.  This is something the Town has been involved within the last year and a half.  This is to try to control some of the weed growth in the lake especially last year.  Councilmember Farrell said that he would like to thank Senator Vincent Leibel for the money for this project.  Some of the public was concerned about the number of swans that died this winter at the lake.  The Town at this time does not have a clear picture as to what occurred.  DEC took some of the carcasses to their laboratory for analyses.   
* *

Councilmember Farrell said that Jeff Tkacs spoke about the emergency services and that he was impressed by the turn out.  He said he was also impressed how seriously everyone took the exercises.  The reports that are being generated from this exercises will be used to find out if there are any problems that can be identified.  
* * * * *


Councilmember Cerreto said that on May 4, 2007 he attended a celebration for the Mount Carmel Society along with Councilmember Farrell.  They honored a individual named Angela LaVech.  Angela has been fixture to the Mount Carmel Society and it was quite an event.  
* * 

As the Supervisor mentioned it was the 10 year celebration for the Town of Cortlandt and Cortlandt Community Volunteer Ambulance.  This is a fantastic program and is shining example of the regional cooperation.  Had each municipality done this individually, it would have cost a lot more.   Councilmember Cerreto said that if you are an EMT and interested in becoming a paramedic come speak to us, we are always looking for paramedics.  The Town of Cortlandt will pay for you to become a paramedic if you are an EMT.  

* *

Councilmember Cerreto just wanted to remind everyone that the Town Board was meeting in the Vincent Nyberg room on Thursday May 17, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.  The Town Board will be meeting with the Board of Trustees from the Village of Buchanan.  We are going to discuss various issues between the Village and the Town and ways that we can help each other.  This is a good example of how the Town Board tries to join and share services with the surrounding communities.   
* * * * * 

Councilmember Lindau said that to add to what Councilmember Cerreto said about Buchanan, the Town Board will be discussing with Buchanan how to facilitate the property owners around Lake Meahagh to use bio-degradable fertilizers and lawn products.  This is to help the aeration and everything that the Town has done for the lake.  
* *
Councilmember Lindau went on to say that Supervisor Puglisi sent out a letter to the Town’s businesses.  This was for local businesses to contribute to the Town’s flower power.  This is a way to beautify our community for the summer months.  
* * * * * * * * * *
APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meetings of March 13, 2007 and April 17, 2007 approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The following Public Hearings were conducted simultaneously:

Public Hearing to consider 
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearings to order at 8:30 p.m. 
Re-Convene a Public Hearing to consider Amending the Zoning Ordinance to provide for a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) Requirements.  

* *
Public Hearing to consider amending the Town Code with respect to Lot Coverage. 

(These two Public Hearings were combined into one legislation.  Meaning one Resolution and one Local Law.)
Supervisor Puglisi said that she wants to make sure that the Town is proactive and prevent this from happening in our neighborhoods, so that the Town can protect the quality of life in our neighborhoods and so we do not see this huge monstrosity in a lovely neighborhood.  She then asked DOTS Director Ed Vergano to give more details.  
DOTS Director Ed Vergano said that FAR is the acronym for Floor Area Ratio, which is the gross floor area divided by the lot area.  Currently we do not have control over the size of a house that can built on a particular lot.  We do indirectly if you take the lot coverage and multiply that by the number of stories.  Compared to what we have come up with we have reduced the potential build by 50 to 75 percent in most residential areas.  Attached to the Local Law is a chart indicating lot size and size of the residence that would be allowed no matter what the zone it is in.  For example the R-40 zone with a lot size of 22,000 square feet would allow a 4,200 square foot residence.  Again the second Public Hearing refers to the maximum lot coverage that would be replaced by 65 percent of the FAR.  If you took a house that was 4,000 square feet, take 65 percent and that would be the building lot coverage.   
Councilmember Cerreto moved on to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

Resolution NO. 142-07 – RE: Adopt a Negative Declaration in the matter of consideration of a Local Law Amending the Zoning Ordinance to provide for a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) Requirements.  

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS, (cont.)
The following Local Law was unanimously adopted on motion made by Councilmember Cerreto, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:
Local Law NO. 09-07 – RE: A Local Law Amending the Zoning Ordinance to provide for a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) Requirements.  
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said that on January of 2007 the Town Board and I presented to the community a pamphlet discussing all of the Town’s activities on trying to control the development here in Cortlandt to provide for open space and to continue the Town’s efforts on Floor Area Ratio and lot coverage.  The Town is doing everything in their power to keep open land, to preserve open space, obtain more open space and protect the quality of life in the Town.  
There was no further discussion and these two Public Hearings were closed at 8:32 p.m.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * * 

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

None
* * * * * * * * * *

BID REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that bids for the following bid reports be received and ordered filed and that resolutions be adopted, as indicated.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion: 
Receive and File Bids opened May 8, 2007 with respect to an Aeration System for Lake Meahagh; and Award Contract for same.  

RESOLUTION NO. 143-07 – RE: Award Contract with respect to an Aeration System for Lake Meahagh.  

There was no additional discussion.  All vote AYE.  

* * * * * * * * *

REPORTS
Councilmember Lindau moved the following reports to be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion:

Receive and File the following:
April 2007 – Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, Water Division of DOTS, Town Justices and Town Clerk.

There was no additional discussion.  All vote AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *
OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Lindau moved the following documents be received and ordered filed and resolutions be adopted where indicated, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Receive and File the following:
OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

Various letter/petitions from residents of Jack Road with respect to a name change. 

* *

Letter from Margaret Swanson with respect to Lent Avenue; and refer to State and County Police Agencies. 

* *
Quarterly Report from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout Brook Ashpit; and Authorize DOTS to seek RFP’s with respect to consultant services to review same.
RESOLUTION NO. 143A-07 – RE: Authorize DOTS to seek RFP’s with respect to consultant services to review same with respect to the Sprout Brook Ashpit.  
* * * * * * * * * * 

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Lindau moved the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolution adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Receive and File the following:
The Fire Protection Plan, Emergency Action Plan and Personal Protection Equipment Program with respect to the Town Sanitation Facility. 

* *
Letter from Michele Bruno with respect to Buttonwood Road; and refer to DES.
* *
Letter from Richard and Veronica Campos requesting support of a federal bill establishing voluntary guidelines to public schools with respect to life threatening allergies; and refer to the Legal Department.
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said the aeration system came in at about $42,000 .  The Town would like to thank Senator Vincent Leibel for State funding for this project.  
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.)

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:
RESOLUTION NO. 144-07 – RE: Appoint Summer Interns and seasonals for DES and DOTS. 
* *

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 145-07 – RE: Appoint Summer Interns and seasonals for DES and DOTS. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 146-07 – RE: Appoint Summer Interns and seasonals for DES and DOTS. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 147-07 – RE: Authorize a salary correction with respect to certain permanent part-time employees. 

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 148-07 – RE: Adopt the following with respect to Amending the Zoning Ordinance to provide for a Residential Reuse Special Permit (RRUSP).

LOCAL LAW NO. 10-07 – RE: Amending the Zoning Ordinance to provide for a Residential Reuse Special Permit (RRUSP).  

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 149-07 – RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with respect to the installation of photo solar panels at Town buildings. 
* *

RESOLUTION NO. 150-07 – RE: Authorize DOTS to apply for grant funds with respect Greenway Communities. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 151-07 – RE: Authorize an Agreement with respect to paving at the entrance of a ballfield off Pumphouse Road.  
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 152-07 – RE: Authorize the settlement of a Tax Certiorari with respect to a parcel in the Village of Croton. 

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 153-07 – RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute a deed correction to an in-rem property.  

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town hires and retains over 200 youths to assist us in are departments, summer camps, pool and lake.  The Town is proud we are able to provide these services for our young people in our Town.  
* *

Supervisor Puglisi went on to say that the Town received a grant from New York Power Authority for $75,000 for solar panels.  The Town is working on becoming a green community.  
* *

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
Supervisor Puglisi asked Town Attorney Tom Wood to speak about Residential Reuse Special Permit (RRUSP).  Town Attorney Tom Wood said that as we previously discussed at the public hearing this would amend the zoning ordinance to establish a Residential Reuse Special Permit.  This is designed for those properties that are summer bungalows that will be converted into residential uses.  This tool allows homeowners to move forward and fix up properties to make them better facilities for residences.  This tool allows the Town Board to allow these properties to be fixed up in a more economical way meaning improving buildings together on the same site and in certain circumstances to increase rentals.  If those additional units are affordable there is prevision that will allow the Town Board to grant a few additional units.  
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * 
Councilmember Sloan moved the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:
RESOLUTION NO. 154-07 – RE: Authorize a letter to Con Edison with respect to a first responder radio located on a Town water tank. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 155-07 – RE: Authorize the expenditure of funds for historical activities in September, 2007.
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 156-07 – RE: Authorize the Director of DES and the Working Superintendent of Highway to attend the 2007 Highway School.  

* *

Authorize the following with respect to the Town DES site:

RESOLUTION NO. 157-07 – RE: DOTS to prepare a re-design plan for Roa Hook Road. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 158-07 – RE:  Forward a Letter to NYS DOT requesting Route 6 be placed on the TIP list. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 159-07 – RE: Explore a proposal to use Camp Smith sewer and water services.  

* *
Authorize the following with respect to the proposed new Youth Center:

RESOLUTION NO. 160-07 – RE: DOT to solicit invitations to bid. 

* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 161-07 – RE: Bonding in the amount of $2 Million subject to permissive referendum and adopt a negative declaration.  
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO. 162-07 – RE: Bonding in the amount of $2 Million subject to permissive referendum and adopt a long environmental assessment form.  
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 163-07 – RE: Authorize DOTS to seek Bids with respect to rebuilding a wall on Croton Avenue in a Town right-of-way.  

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 164-07 – RE: Adopt a Declaration with respect to Sprout Brook flood damage and FEMA funding.  
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said there are on going road improvements in the Sprout Brook Road area and that many of the Town’s departments are working to assist the Town Board in that area.  The Town is also excited about our new Youth Center proposal off of Memorial Drive next to the Town’s Roller Hockey Rink.  
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.

RESOLUTION NO. 165-07 – RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute documents with respect to Grant Funds and the Clean Water/Clean Air Act for the repair of the Westchester Lake Dam. 
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

None
* * * * * *  * * * * 

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None
* * * * * * * * * * 

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None
* * * * * * * * * * 

HEARING of CITIZENS, (SECOND)
Sue McDonald of Susan Lane said exploring the proposal to use Camp Smith’s sewer and water services.  For what purpose is that?
DOTS Director Ed Vergano said currently the Roa Hook site is being serviced by an on site well and septic, which is marginal at best.  You may be aware that the Town has purchased property in this area, and is planning to expand.  To expand the Town is going to need more water services.  There was a study completed about 12 years or so ago, which we will need to update.  

HEARING of CITIZENS, (SECOND), (cont.)
Sue McDonald said that Roa Hook Road is down close to the water.  Where are the facilities at Camp Smith?

Ed Vergano said they have a water storage tank and a sewer plant.  

Sue McDonald asked if the water tank was at the top of the hill on the Camp Smith property.  

Ed Vergano said the water tank is at the entrance of Camp Smith.  

Sue McDonald said it’s right next to the protected wet lands. 
Councilmember Farrell said this is the service the Sanitation Department needs.  

Sue McDonald said that she understood that but if are doing anything it is near a protected wet land.  

Supervisor Puglisi said this is being studied, the Town wants to improve the land at Roa Hook and since purchasing the land the Town also sees this property as an asset.  The Town will be looking at the environmental impacts with a future study. 
* * * * * * * * * * 

IN MEMORIAM

Supervisor Puglisi said the meeting would be closed in memory of Stephen Engheben, who was a long time member of the Town’s Planning Board.  He volunteered his time for a little over a decade.  He was a terrific guy and we are going to miss him tremendously.  

Supervisor Puglisi conveyed the Town’s sympathy to Stephen Engheben’s family.  

She asked everyone to stand in a moment of silence in memory of Stephen Engheben.    
ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Farrell moved the meeting be adjourned at 8:43 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Sloan.       







Respectfully submitted,








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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